PRESS RELEASE   Jan. 16, 2007

Ist Fundraiser for Dane County Friends of Ferals – Feral Gallery Night – Feb. 10, 2007
DCFoF is a 5 yr. old non-profit whose mission is to improve the value and well-being of Dane County’s feral cats. 1,250 feral cats have been rescued, housed, spayed & neutered and adopted to caregivers. 40+ volunteers ( no paid staff) and a board of 7 directors run the daily operation of providing care for an average 48 feral cats and 10 semi-ferals in two rooms built as an eagle scout project, in the warehouse at Mad Cat Pet Supplies on Mineral Pt. Rd. in Madison. 
Once monthly the group rents a veterinary clinic and does same day in/out spay & neuter surgery for as many as 42 cats belonging to clients from throughout Dane county. A $20 donation is suggested for the surgery, and the rabies & distemper vaccines that each cat receives. These spayathons cost several hundred dollars even though the veterinarians are volunteering their skills and time. 
Every Saturday volunteers run an adoption fair at the store from noon to 3pm. for the kittens born to feral moms, which have been cared for in foster homes until they are a healthy 2lbs. and can then be spayed & neutered. Tame cat & kitten adoption fees  and DCFoF membership fees are the group’s main source of  funds. 
Students from the UW Vet School and MATC get hands-on training at monthly Spayathons and doing daily medicating at our shelter. Other volunteers respond to the public’s request to come to their property and set traps for their out of control cat population the day before Spayathons. 
DCFoF is committed to helping caring people achieve stable, healthy, sterilized colonies over a period of months. The group incurs significant veterinary expenses for emergency and regular clinic visits to treat cats coming in to the program who are sick or injured, therefore Fundraising is vital!
On February 10, 2007 from 7 to 10pm. there will be an art show with donations by the artists to DCFoF. The event will take place at 330 W. Lakeside St. Madison, WI under the sponsorship of Nutzy Mutz & Crazy Catz pet supplies, owned by Liz Perry. This great new store will be open for our guests to purchase valentine gifts. The artists are: Mary Bauschelt, botanical watercolors and jewelry, Jill Haycock, Traumeri Traditions, restored antique frames, and, Cindy Koshalek, jewelry designs and pastels. There will also be a gallery of photographs of our cats, with our guests being able to “adopt” these cats for $10 each, and check whether their cat photo is also a door prize winner. Volunteers will circulate offering wine and vegetarian hors d’ oeuvres, and there will be string musicians playing. RSVPs are required to 608.577-1500.
