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Wisconsin musician Tracy Jane Comer returns home to NC for brief tour, 
including first appearance in Wilmington
Madison, WI, August 2006 – Award-winning singer/songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Tracy Jane Comer (nee Rowe), an NC native now based in Madison, WI, will offer several performances in North Carolina during September including her first performance in Wilmington, her birth city, on September 15 at Airlie Gardens. Tracy performs multi-flavored original contemporary acoustic music, accompanying herself on guitar and piano. Her Wilmington tour stop on September 15 will be as opening act for headliner Catesby Jones, highly acclaimed songwriter and recording artist, as part of the popular Airlie Concert Series. Tracy’s set will begin at 6:00 pm. Tracy’s other NC performances will include dates in Garner, Pittsboro, Clayton, Wilmington, Apex, and Beaufort; details and full schedule are available at www.tracyjanecomer.com.

Hailed as "a versatile vocalist who writes compelling, visual songs" (Kweevak’s Tracks), Tracy is also a standout guitarist, pianist, and cellist with a rare blend of talent and personality that has gained her sustained media attention as an intelligent and loveable entertainer in a relatively short period of time. A lifelong musician, Tracy began writing and performing her own songs in 2000 and recorded her first CD in 2002. Her music is often lauded for its depth and variety, stemming from an extensive musical background that includes years of formal study plus involvement with folk, pop/rock, choral and theater music and many things in between…even a touch of blues and jazz: "Although her music is acoustic based, the arrangements go much deeper, culling from classical, folk, jazz, pop and rock...Comer's work is diverse and dynamic. Upon each listen more subtle sounds and styles unfold...Tracy Jane Comer is a musical force…" (Kweevak’s Tracks).


Tracy’s music includes both vocal and instrumental works. Her lyrics and those of her collaborators cover a variety of topics ranging from personal to universal, often poignant. The songs feature memorable melodies and well-crafted accompaniments. She has been likened to guitar mavens Patty Larkin, Emily Saliers, and Alex DeGrassi, folk legends Joni Mitchell, Judy Collins and Joan Baez, pop artists Shawn Colvin, James Taylor and Sarah MacLachlan, and modern troubadours Dar Williams and Patty Griffin.


Tracy opened a series of tour shows for Willy Porter in 2005 and 2006 and has also opened or co-billed with other national acts including Peter Mulvey, The Wailin' Jennys, LJ Booth, David LaMotte, and more. She has performed as cellist with Warner Brothers artist Holly Brook and others. She also records and performs on cello, vocals, guitar, fiddle, piano, and hammered dulcimer with several side projects (Sticky Fingers, Alchemy, Elixir) and as a freelance artist. She has toured in North Carolina twice before, in 2002 and 2005.

Tracy has earned four nominations in her current home state of Wisconsin by the Madison Area Music Awards (MAMAs), two each for BEST ACOUSTIC ALBUM and BEST ACOUSTIC ARTIST (2004, 2005), and offered what the Wisconsin State Journal called a “standout performance” at the 2006 MAMAs ceremony with full band. She has been honored several times by VH1’s Song of the Year International Songwriting Contest and by the Peacedriven Songwriting Contest, and is a two-time recipient of the ASCAP Plus Award. Her latest release, Quietly There, continues to receive outstanding reviews in the U.S. and abroad.


Tracy’s music has been heard on MTV's reality show MADE and is being heard on all forms of radio on four continents. A frequent invited guest on local media, she has performed five full television concerts (solo and with band) in addition to making numerous other guest appearances on both radio and television. She has released three CDs and two live concert DVDs, plus a CD with side project Sticky Fingers, and plans another solo CD release for 2007.

Headliner Catesby Jones penned songs for several Nashville publishing companies in the '80s, including hits recorded by Travis Tritt (Country Club) and Chet Atkins (Read My Licks), before moving to Wilmington in 1993. While Jones, who grew up on the music of The Beatles and The Beach Boys, has written songs for country artists for years, his latest album (Right Hand Man) bears more of a similarity to the styles of such singer/songwriters as James Taylor and Jimmy Buffett. (For more about Catesby, see www.catesbyjones.com.)

Airlie Gardens is located at 300 Airlie Road in Wilmington. The event is free and open to the public. Airlie Concert Series events are held under the ancient Airlie Oak; for parking and other information about the series, see www.airliegardens.org or call (910)798.7700. For more information about Tracy and for other tour dates/information, see www.tracyjanecomer.com.
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